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. them. 
1 II. That they diligently and impar- 
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'T HE 
NATURE, DESIGN, and GENERAL RULES 
OF THE 


POOR'S FRIEND SOCIETY 


Line at BRIDLINGTON January ff, 1793. 


I ꝛvas a Stranger and ye took me in, naked and ye cloathed me. 


Twas ſick and ye viſt ted me. 


Matt. xxv. 35 .—Seealſo t Tim. vi. 5. 1 John iii. 17. Ja. i. 27. Iſa. vin. 10. 


 OTWITHSTAN DING the beſt 


parochial regulations, we gene- 
rally find a great number of Indivi- 


duals ſuffering under Want and Diſtreſs. 


This, perhaps, ariſes either from their 
improvident Conduct, the ſcantineſs 


of their Pariſh allowance, or their aver- 


ſion to an Hoſpital ; and frequently 
in the moſt inclement ſeaſon, we ſee 


the poor Labourer, the ſupport of a 


numerous Family, deprived of every 


mean of ſullaining them, for want 
But whatever may 


of employment. 
be the cauſe of Diſire/s, the Objects 


of it are certainly entitled to ſympa- 
thy and relief from every Perſon of 
chriſtian and humane feelings. 


To theſe, we may add another de- 


ſcription of Perſons equally miſerable : 
frequently do we find, by unfortunate 


cauſes, our fellow mortals caſt amongſt 


us, deſtitute of the Neceſlaries of Life, 
without Friends, and STRANGERS 


in the place: 


Theſe poor hopeleſs 
bjects are ſurely entitled to our moſt 


feeling regard. 
With theſe Ideas, a few friends of 


ſuffering Humanity, have united them- 
ſelves in a Society, each contributing 
monthly according to his ability, in 
order torelicve the STRANGER, with 
the ſick, diflrefſed and afflicted POOR, 


reſolving not to be influenced by the - 


former cauſes of prefent diſtrefſes, nor 
the Se ct or Party to which ſuch afflict- 


ed Perſons belong: a /ufficiency of cvi- 


dent Difireſs, —. Gone the only 


abel recommendation of the Ob- 


ject. 


To add to the miſeries of the 
Poor, we generally find them deſti— 
tute of the knowledge of true Reli- 


gion, and the comforts conſequent. 


upon it; a ſtrict attention will there- 
tore be paid to the eternal intereſts of 
thoſe who may become the Objects of 
this Inſtitution, by inſtructing them in 
the principles ot the Religion of Chriſt, 


and the duties reſpectively incumbent 


on denn, 


Eyety friend to Humanity and Re- 
ligion muſt with great pleaſure hear 
of the ſucceſs, with which Inftitu- 
tions of a ſimilar nature have bcen 


bleſſed in different parts of this King- 


dom : Numbers have, by the benevo- 


lent influences of thoſe Societies, been | 


reſcucd from untimely deaths; and ma- 
ny, very many, have been brought to 
a knowledge o of God, ard died happy. 


Without mentioning hebs inſtances 
as Demonſtrations, the utility of ſuch. 
an eſtabliſhment muſt immediately 
preſent itſelf to every thinking Mind, 
and it is hoped it will meet with due 


| ſupport from every friend to God and 
Man. To carry this defign into exe-— 


cution, Subſcriptions will be neceſſa- 
ry, therefore, thoſe who defire to 
befriend the friendleſs, and ſuccour 
the diſtreſſed, are earneſtly ſolicited 


-1 in its * 


The GENERAL RULES. 


I. HAT out of the Subſcribers, 

1 a Committee be appointed to 
viſit the POOR, and that they be 
ſuch as are capable of inſtructipg thoſe 
they viſit, in the way of Righte- 
_ ouſneſs, and praying with and for 


tially, ſeek for thoſe who ſtand in the 
greateſt need of help; and relieve 
them according to their neceſſities, 
and bring their report to the next 
monthly Meeting. 


III. That two Stewards be appoint- 
ed, to take care of the Money and 
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keep the Accounts ; one of whom to 


be changed every half Year, + 


Iv. That proper Books be pro- 
vided, in which regular entries of all 
Receipts and Diſburſements ſhall be 
made ; which Books ſhall ſtand open 
for the inſpection of the Subſcribers, 
and the Public, 


V. That the Committee of this So- 
eiety meet, the firſt Monday i in every 
month, at eight o' Clock in the Even- 
ing, in the Veſtry adjoining the ME- 
THODIST CHAPEL, in BKID- 
LINGTON, where nations or Sub- 
ſcriptions will be received. 


